June 1, 1982

Dr. Eo« L, Tatwmn
Biology Derartnent
Stanford University
California

Dear 5d:

Three months from now, Wenrich expects to receive a manuscript from
us on hacterial sexuality for the A.A.A.8, symposium #n sex in mieroorganienme.
The demdline is September 1, but 1f you are taking a vacadlon this murmer,
ae wo hone 40, the time is somewhat shorter.

The idea is very atirsctive, but we won't be on the West Coaet fhis
smar. I hope this wen't preclude our collaboration. Mapempoot to take off
fros here for parts unkmown about the first of August, 80 I hope 4o have ny
part in by then. Wenrich wrote a while ago asking an estimate of the length
of owr artiels, Panding further word from you, I replied about 10 - 15 pages
{including 1llustrations). The format will be single-solum, following the
styls of the Brucellosis volume.

I4 is probably not too soon to make affirmative plans about this if we
sre to0 avoid s lasPnminute rush. Will you be able to join in this, and do
you think it worth your while?

8inoe we have to oolladorate at long range, a definite division of labor
may be necesesary. May I suggest thet you cover the histepicel ( both general
and poysenal) backgrownd of owr work through to the wuestion of linkage, and
that I take 4t from there? I don'4t think they want much biographiocal detail,
but I think it would be instructive {0 relate the bacterial recembination
tocta to the backgrownd of the Newropora work, both for the conc pt of the
auwrto-heterotrophio mutant, and for the selestive imsolation of interceting
genotypes. This is just a sugpestion, walting 4o be countered. Wenrich asked
for as many $llustrations as will help the argument. I think the preject
ney be very useful, not only as a recapituiddtion, hut elso as the first
oonsldered preacntaetion for the general biologist.

Fran all I heme, tho Boston symposium wes a great suwcocess.

Yours,

Joshua Lederberg

F.8s CeHe Browning wrote me a pleeasant note referring to an early experi-
ment involving a selective search for recombinetion in traypancsomes.

(It d4dn't work). But 4t deserves to be mentioned, just so Gowen and Lincoln
don't feel too badly. The latter for some strange resson seems to feel as

if &egb:lere sgooped #r anubbed! Browning's reference: Jour, Path. Bact.,
12: 166-190 (1908)!



